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Our 2023 team

● Alex Seal - Associate Dean International, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, 

University of Surrey

● Nayiri Keshishi - Teaching Fellow (Learning Development), Faculty of Arts and Social 

Sciences, University of Surrey

● Gabriela Marques di Giulio - Associate Professor, School of Public Health, University 

of São Paulo

● Karl Jicha - Lecturer, Dept. of Sociology & Anthropology, North Carolina State 

University



Origins and Context

● The Covid-19 Pandemic

● (rethinking) The internationalisation of universities and the development 
of research-focused partnerships

● An opportunity to develop the educational pillar of the UGPN

● Student mobility as education goal

- Challenges to mobility: equity, pandemic, cost, risk

● COIL and Internationalisation at Home (IaH) are not new, but the 
pandemic has required us to think about their value and purpose in new 
ways



Motivations and aspirations

We are united in four things:

● Exploring experience of contemporary HE in a global pandemic 

and post pandemic society

● Creating a more equitable experience of internationalisation

● Demonstrating that learning is more than a formal curriculum

● Developing our connections together as teaching practitioners



What we did this year…

• 43 students elected to join the Academy from all three partners



What we did this year…

● Week One:

- After allocation groups based on the students pre-selected UN 

SDGs, we kicked off with a live session to introduce the Academy 

and its members

● Week Two:

- Individual group meetings with group mentors

- Mentor feedback and peer-to-peer feedback in the live session at 

the end of the week



Our Platforms for Collaboration

What makes these platforms so good for the Academy…



The community building affordances through Slack



Findings from the pre and post Academy Survey 2023

● After participation, 82% said they are considering a career that would allow them 
to travel internationally (increase from 56%)

● 88% of students said developing their developing their global and cultural 
awareness was a valuable aspect of participating in the project

● 82% of students said learning about the experiences of students in other countries 
was a valuable aspect of participating in the project

● 76% of students networking with students and faculty members from other 
educational institutions was a valuable aspect of participating in the project

● 67% of students said developing their professional skills (teamwork, 
communication, presentation etc.) was a valuable aspect of participating in the 
project



Findings from the pre and post Academy Survey 2023



Findings from the pre and post Academy Survey 2023

What personal/interpersonal skills and capacities have you developed 
as a result of participating in this project?

● 71% openness and learning mindset

● 71% empathy and compassion

● 75% communication skills

● 75% critical thinking

● 79% co-creation skills

● 92% creativity





Experience and challenges

Language:

- We are very proud of our bi-lingual academy and feel that we’re developing the 

bilingual character each year




